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Rabbi Zvi Romm, From Gleanings: Reflections on Ruth (YU Press and Magqgid/Koren Books,
2019) edited by Rabbi Dr. Stuart W. Halpern

The worst sin: Raising the spectre of nullification

This story should give us some insight into the sense of uncertainty many converts live
with, and the supreme importance of helping to create an environment which alleviates
those fears. The feeling that the conversion can be “undone” or “revoked" for any reason
is terrifying for a convert. It is a terrible violation of Ahavat HaGer to imply — or certainly
to state explicitly — that a convert's conversion could potentially be nullified. Born Jews
would tremble if they felt their Jewish identity could be taken away due to religious or
ethical lapses on their part.

The average layperson needs to realize that he or she is hot a Beth Din and should not
be deciding whether a particular convert is legitimate. It is wrong and extremely hurtful
to quiz converts to get a sense of their sincerity, knowledge, or observance levels, and
to make decisions based on that information as to whether the conversion was valid.
Examining a conversion candidate is solely the job of the Beth Din. Once a candidate

is converted legitimately, it is a violation of Ahavat HaGer for community members to
constantly scrutinize the convert.




